
If you are of western and central African descent, you might have 
APOL1 gene variants that can cause severe and rapidly progressive 
kidney disease. In fact, leading scientists call the identification of 
APOL1 gene variants one of the most important discoveries in kidney 
disease research in recent decades.  
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It is estimated that in people of western or central African ancestry, a significant 
proportion of kidney disease diagnoses are in fact, APOL1-mediated kidney disease:

Everyone has two copies  
of the APOL1 gene 

People with western and central 
African descent (Black, African 
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Stay informed and learn more about AMKD at KidneyFund.org/APOL1aware
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